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Jacob Hashimoto

Altadena
Fact Sheet

The artist

Hashimoto was born in Greeley, Colorado, in 1973, and grew up in Walla Walla, WA. His father is a Whitman College professor and his mother is a counselor who previously taught at Whitman. He attended Carleton College and the School of the Art Institute of Chicago. Until recently, Hashimoto lived in Los Angeles; he now divides his time between New York and Verona, Italy.

Hashimoto has exhibited his work in U.S. and Europe since 1996. Selected exhibitions have taken place at: Museum of Contemporary Art in Chicago (1998-1999); the Basel Art Fair in Basel, Switzerland (1999); The Los Angeles County Museum of Art (2000); Studio la Citta, Verona, Italy (2000); the Phoenix Art Museum (2001). He has also had multiple exhibitions at the Patricia Faure Gallery in Santa Monica, California; Studio la Citta in Verona, Italy; and the Galerie Lucien Gaillard in Paris, France.
The work
“His works are quiet spectacles, simply but carefully crafted and exquisitely attuned to both the scale of the body and the dimensions of the spaces they occupy.” Art in America review by Leah Ollman, November 2000

Altadena is composed of 1,876 handmade kite forms made of wood, string, acrylic, and paper. Each kite is tied with two pieces of string to wire lines running across the ceiling.

The installation is a long-term loan from the artist. 


Altadena is the name of an area in Los Angeles County, just north of Pasadena, where the artist lived when he created the work.

This work was installed once previously in 2002 at Studio la Citta in Verona in a different configuration. The artist reconfigured the work specifically for the café space at Tacoma Art Museum.

The kite form is a signature element of Hashimoto’s work. It has taken several forms in various installations, including circles, squares, rectangles, and traditional kite (diamond) shapes, among others. The artist sometimes paints or prints on the paper.
In another body of work, Hashimoto makes free standing sculptures in foam, wood, fiberglass, and other materials. These sculptures suggest topographical formations. (You can see examples on the websites listed at the end of this document.)

Two influences have played a role in the development of Hashimoto’s work: minimalist art and Japanese aesthetics. In terms of minimalism, the relationship can be seen in Hashimoto’s repetition of simplified forms and in his labor-intensive process. He cites minimalist artist Agnes Martin as a particularly important influence. Another important source is Japanese aesthetics. This can be seen in Hashimoto’s use of Japanese rice paper as a material, especially in terms of his interest in the effects of light on the paper. Hashimoto is Japanese- and Irish-American.
Hashimoto’s kite works are often discussed in terms of the following concepts:

Luminosity: The transparent material of the paper creates an interplay with light (both natural and artificial).
Simplicity: The kite forms are elegant in their simplicity and are created of unassuming materials (paper, string, wood). Though the forms are simple, the overall configuration of the multiple units is complex.

Movement: The individual kites are subject to the effects of air currents that create subtle movement within the work; the overall wave-like composition also seems to suggest movement.

Relationship to the natural world: Hashimoto refers to his kite installations as “skyscapes” and sees a clear relationship between these installations and the natural world. Altadena makes reference to the smog in the Los Angeles area. The kites have a subtle gradation of color, from yellowish to pure white, that suggests a smoggy sky.

 
On-line resources
http://www.lacma.org/MICNow/artists/Hashimoto/hashimotobio.htm
http://www.studiolacitta.it/English/Artists/JacobHashimoto.php
http://www.netropolitan.org/ll/mic_video.html
(Hashimoto is discussed in the second half of “Part 8”)

http://www.artnet.com/ag/FineArtThumbnails.asp?GID=1023&AID=7923&page=1
