Tacoma Art Museum

Volunteer Newsletter

Winter 2004 January/February/March
Exhibition Schedule
Opened December 20, through March 28: The Transatlantic Avant-Garde: American Artists in Paris 1918-1939. This internationally touring exhibition was organized by the Musée d’Art Américain in Giverny, France, and will make its only West-coast stop at Tacoma Art Museum! More than 130 paintings, drawings, and sculptures trace the innovations of key American artists who maintained links with Europe during a time of nationalism. The exhibition also includes works by leading French artists to demonstrate the interchange between artists in the U.S. and Europe. Featured artists include Eugène Atget, Alexander Calder, Stuart Davis, Charles Demuth, Fernand Léger, Isamu Noguchi, Man Ray, and Edward Steichen among many others. The exhibition’s catalogue features a number of essays by leading scholars as well as beautiful full-color reproductions of the works in the show.

Special tour of Paris for volunteers! Join Tara Young for a tour of the Paris exhibition on Saturday, January 10, at 9:30 a.m. Meet in the Boeing/Weyerhauser galleries. Remember to enter through the back door since the front doors don’t open until 10:00.
Closing January 18 (note: extended one additional week): Dale Chihuly: Mille Fiori. Plan to come back for one last visit to see this spectacular installation!

Opening February 12, through June 6: Lewis and Clark Territory: Contemporary Artists Revisit Place, Race, and Memory. This exhibition looks at the complex relationships between land (place), American identity (race) and the influence of history on this relationship (memory) by intersecting direct quotes from Lewis and Clark’s journals with contemporary artworks depicting these themes. The exhibition includes a diverse range of objects including paintings, photographs, video work, and small-scale installations as well as contemporary works created in traditional Native American techniques such as hide painting, beadwork, and basketry. Artists include Anne Appleby, Jackie Larson Bread, Michael Brophy, Joe Feddersen, Ron Carraher, Tom Haukaas, Marvin Oliver, Martin Red Bear, Jaune Quick-to-See-Smith, Bently Spang, and Terry Toedetemeier. Note: during Lewis and Clark Territory, Tacoma Art Museum members can enjoy free admission to the Washington State History Museum’s exhibition Beyond Lewis and Clark: The Army Explores the West (February 14 – October 31, 2004).

Volunteer Hours
Last quarter (October to December 2003), Tacoma Art Museum volunteers worked a total of 2297 hours, worth nearly $36,900 based on the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics’ estimated value of $16.05 per volunteer hour. In calendar year 2003, volunteers worked a total of 7831 hours, worth nearly $125,700. Let’s keep up the great work in 2004!
Congratulations to the volunteers with the most hours in 2003: Ellen Shigeno with 462 hours; Helen Sohlberg with 350 hours; Rosemary Dye with 271 hours; and Jo Ann Bayracki with 267 hours. Thank you for your remarkable dedication.
In addition, the following volunteers worked more than 100 hours each in the past year: Martie Barry, Bev Bright, Cass Brotherton, Elsie Claypool, Darlene Cloud, Sid Cloud, Lindy Gibbs, Megan Guenther, Bill Hallett, Biz Lund, Rich Miller, Karin Morris, Patty Morton, Sanjeev Narang, Kris O’Leary, John Pollard, Florence & Jim Reardon, Malcolm Smith, Nancy Smith, Nancy Stark, Sue Stibbe, Ginny Streetman, and Nancy Waltman.
Thanks to all volunteers for your hard work this past year!
Welcome New Volunteers
Ursula Bannister, Bridget Howe, Marilyn Jutilla, Wendelyn Shore, Jan Wee, Jerry Wells and Michelle Williams. 
Volunteer Birthdays This Quarter
January: Kristin Arnett, Jessica Barr, Sid Cloud, Ann Johnson, Ty Nault, Silvia Phillips, Deena Rashedi, Florence Reardon, Kendall Reid, Yareiah Starks, Barbara Trimble, Jerry Wells. February: Heide Fernandez-Llamazares, Bill Hallett, Leslie Johnson, Nan Krueger, Muriel MacFeidh, Anne Stout, Serenity Wise. March: Karen Bell-Hanson, Lorrie Leiker, Rich Miller, Barbara Reisman, Sue Stibbe, Wendelyn Shore.
Wanted: Tacoma Art Museum Docents

Docent information sessions will be held on the following dates and times: Saturday, February 7, 10:30 a.m.; Tuesday, February 10, 10:30 a.m.; Thursday, February 12, 6:00 p.m. If you or anyone you know is interested in becoming a docent, please attend one of the sessions (RSVP to Tara) or call for more information.

Save the Date: A Paris Soirée
Saturday, Jan. 31, 2004, 7 p.m. – 12 midnight.
Join us for an evening of dancing, Parisian delights, and exploration of the exhibition A Transatlantic Avant-Garde: American Artists in Paris, 1918-1939. Ticket prices: Soirée, $75 members, $85 nonmembers; Soirée plus an exclusive Benefactors’ reception and curatorial tour at 6 p.m., $100 members, $120 nonmembers. We need volunteers for the following areas: Open Art Studio, Art Resource Center, docents to be in the galleries, volunteers in the classroom for an art activity, and “floaters” to assist artists who will be doing demonstrations. There will be two shifts, 5:30 – 9:15 p.m., and 9:00 p.m. – 12:30 a.m. I will take names on a first-come, first-served basis. First-shift volunteers can feel free to stay for the rest of the party after their shifts are up; second-shift volunteers are welcome to arrive at 7:00 p.m. to enjoy a few hours of the party before their shift begins (remember that volunteers’ spouses or friends will need to purchase tickets).
Orientation and Training Updates

New Volunteer Orientation: General orientation sessions for new volunteers will take place on Saturday, January 10, at 11:30 a.m.; Saturday, February 7, at 1:00 p.m.; or Tuesday, March 2, at 11:00 a.m. Sessions last about an hour, and start on the Administrative level of the museum in the Kayla Skinner Board Room. We will also do a tour throughout the entire building. New volunteers are required to complete one session of this training. Current volunteers who didn’t complete this training or who would like a refresher can also feel free to attend. Please RSVP to Tara.

Open Art Studio station changes: Studio Art Coordinator Jason Sobottka develops new Open Art Studio stations as exhibitions open. New stations include: a project based on the installation of Ron Ho’s jewelry in the lobby case, as well as a wire sculpture project based on Alexander Calder’s wire works in the Paris exhibition. In February, a station related to Lewis and Clark Territory will be installed.
OAS training: new volunteers or volunteers in other areas who want to learn about the OAS should come to one of the volunteer orientations Jason will be holding in the OAS this quarter on the second Monday of each month at 4:00 p.m.: January 12, February 9, and March 8 (RSVP to Tara). Because the museum is closed on Monday, remember to enter through the staff/security entrance. If you can’t make any of these times, please contact Tara to make alternate arrangements.
Art Resource Center Training: ARC Coordinator Sharon Winters will be holding training for new ARC volunteers on Saturdays February 7 and March 6 at 10:00 a.m. in the Art Resource Center. This orientation and three additional sessions (to be scheduled with Sharon) are required for new ARC volunteers.

Visitor Greeters: If you’re a new volunteer or a current volunteer who wants to learn more about the Visitor Greeter position, come to an orientation session with Director of Communications Courtenay Chamberlain, held on the first Tuesday of each month at 10 a.m. and the first Thursday at 5:30 p.m. RSVP to Tara. 

Scheduling
Please let me know if you need to change your regular volunteer schedules for vacations or any other reason.

Weekend volunteers only: if you need to cancel your shift at the last minute, please call the front desk directly at (253) 272-4258 ext 3035. Since front desk staff are expecting volunteer coverage on the weekend, they need to know if you will not be in.

Please contact me with questions or suggestions:

Tara Young, Associate Curator of Education

Tacoma Art Museum

1701 Pacific Avenue, Tacoma, WA 98402

(253) 272-4258 ext 3016

tyoung@tacomaartmuseum.org
