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Summer 2004
July/August/September
Exhibition Schedule
June 19 through September 19
Andy Goldsworthy: Mountain and Coast
Autumn into Winter
This nationally traveling exhibition features sculptures made of natural materials such as leaves, stones, and twigs, as well as large-scale photographs that document similar sculptures created by British artist Andy Goldsworthy during a 1987 residency in Japan. Goldsworthy, a highly regarded artist with large-scale commissions throughout the world, relies on the cyclical rhythms of nature to create distinctive works. Goldsworthy and his work are the subject of the 2003 film Rivers and Tides, which will be shown periodically in the Event Space during the run of the exhibition.

September 4 through December 12
Look Alikes: The Decal Plates of Howard Kottler.
This display of ceramic plates adorned with familiar icons showcases the wit and irony of legendary Northwest ceramist Howard Kottler (1930 – 1989). The former University of Washington professor cut familiar images from commercial decals and rearranged and affixed them to mass-produced store-bought plates to create works of art that challenge conventional notions of gender, politics, and religion with wit and irony. Kottler’s rejection of the highly valued hand-made object resulted in an original body of work, a strong example of postmodern ceramics. This exhibition includes a fully illustrated catalogue co-published by University of Washington Press.
September 11, 2004 through January 15, 2006
A Sense of Place: Selections from Tacoma Art Museum’s Collection.

This thematic exhibition of works from the museum’s collection will explore the ways that artists from different times and cultures have depicted their surroundings. Among the artists included will be Eugène Louis Boudin, Doris Chase, Edward Hopper, Paul Horiuchi, and Jacob Lawrence.
September 18, 2004 through January 2, 2005
Scott Fife: Northwest Perspective
Tacoma Art Museum continues its commitment to Northwest art and artists with this exhibition of sculpture by Seattle artist Scott Fife. This select survey spans Fife’s distinguished twenty-five year career. Fife’s art builds on the 1960s pop artists’ love of whimsy, irony and devotion to American culture, all of which are clear strengths in Fife’s sculpture. The artist’s recent portrait sculpture probes American life with wry wit and pointed social critique. The exhibition is part of the Northwest Perspective series of regional one-person exhibitions. 
Upcoming exhibition

October 2 through January 16, 2005

Hudson River School: Masterworks from the Wadsworth Atheneum Museum of Art
The Hudson River school, an American romantic art movement that focused on landscape painting from 1825 to 1875, presented pristine wilderness as distinctly American and suggestive of the new country’s promise. This exhibition presents 55 major paintings from arguably the strongest museum collection of this movement. World renowned artists in the exhibition include Albert Bierstadt, Frederick Church, Thomas Cole, Asher B. Durand, George Inness, and numerous others.
Volunteer Hours Last Quarter

From April through June 2004, Tacoma Art Museum volunteers worked a total of 3161 hours, worth more than $52,275 based on the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics’ estimated value of $16.54 per volunteer hour. For fiscal year 2004, volunteers worked 10,882 hours, worth almost $180,000! Thank you for your continued dedication!

Welcome New Volunteers
Jessica Buchanan, Visitor Greeter; Gail Buteau, Open Art Studio; Ruth Iwamoto, Open Art Studio; Jillian Jepson, Communications Department; Theresa Larson, Art Resource Center; Nicholas Nyland, Open Art Studio; Mia Schulte, Open Art Studio.
Volunteer Birthdays This Quarter
July: Jean Boswell, Dianna Chapman, Sarah Cross, Dave Davison, Jerylyn Delaney, Katrina Frank, Penny Grellier, Joy Madison, Jan McDonald, Nicholas Nyland, Lenora Peyton, Linda Reiter, Erin Williams, Emily Winard
August: Angela Bates, Martie Barry, Darlene Cloud, Kirsten Erwin, Nancy Harris, Jacob Himmelman, Linda Martinez, Laura Park, Elodie Vandevert
September: David Anderson, Elsie Claypool, Katriina Ervest, Charlotte Larson, Harry Musselman, Richard Sears, Doris Souchek, Margaret Upshaw
Docent Information Sessions
If you enjoy working with the public, learning about art, and meeting other volunteers with similar interests, plan to come to one of the following Docent Information Sessions to learn about the Tacoma Art Museum docent program: Thursday, August 12, 6 p.m.; Tuesday, August 17, 10:30 a.m.; Thursday, August 26, 6:00 p.m. Please RSVP to Tara. The new class of docents will start in mid-September and will graduate in June 2005. We are planning to partner with the University of Washington Tacoma’s Key Bank Professional Development Center to offer a non-credit continuing education certificate for people who complete the docent-in-training program. If you are looking for a great ongoing volunteer opportunity consider joining this dedicated team! Docents receive in-depth, specialized training on all exhibitions; an introductory art appreciation/art history course; opportunities for behind-the-scenes tours; as well as trips and special events.
Parking Code

To make the parking process a little easier we are implementing a quarterly parking code for volunteers. The code can be used repeatedly over the three-month period. The code for this summer (through September 30) is 3396.
Orientation and Training Updates
New Volunteer Orientation
General orientation sessions for new volunteers will take place on the following Thursdays: July 22 at 5:30 p.m.; August 12 at 4 p.m.; and September 9 at 5:30 p.m. New volunteers are required to complete one session of this training. Current volunteers who didn’t complete this training or who would like a refresher can also feel free to attend. Please RSVP to Tara.

Open Art Studio Training 
Training will take place on Thursday, July 29, at 6 p.m. or on Wednesday, August 25, at 1:30 p.m. New volunteers who need orientation and current volunteers who want to learn about the new stations should plan to attend. Please RSVP to Tara. Studio Art Coordinator Jason Sobottka left the museum at the end of June after three years on staff to devote more time to his career as an artist. Curator of Education Anna Castillo will conduct the trainings listed above.
Art Resource Center Training
Sharon Winters and Kendall Reid will be holding the following training sessions for Art Resource Center volunteers this summer. These sessions are required for all ARC volunteers.

Thursday, August 5th at 2:00 p.m. OR Saturday, August 21 at 12:30 p.m.:  Answering the Tough Ones with Kendall Reid. Tools and techniques for clearly identifying the library user's request and tracking down the answer. This session will cover reference interview skills, specific art resources, and hands-on exercises.

Thursday, August 5, 4:00 p.m. OR Saturday, August 21 at 10 a.m.: Getting to Know the Collection with Sharon Winters In-depth introduction to the Art Resource Center's collections with emphasis on materials related to Tacoma Art Museum’s permanent art collection. This session will also highlight special strengths of our book, artist file, and museum/gallery catalog collections, and will include hands-on exercises.

Visitor Greeters
If you’re a new volunteer or a current volunteer who wants to learn more about the Visitor Greeter position, contact Tara to set up an orientation appointment.

Western Museums Association

Annual Conference, October 6-10

This year, the annual conference of the Western Museums Association (WMA) will be held in Tacoma/Seattle, based at the Sheraton Tacoma. Some of the pre-conference sessions will be held at Tacoma Art Museum on October 6, and on October 7 the three downtown museums (Tacoma Art Museum, Washington State History Museum, and Museum of Glass) will be hosting a special evening event. The WMA is looking for volunteers to work at conference-sponsored events. Volunteers who work for 8 hours can receive a full registration waiver which enables you to attend the rest of the conference sessions for free (check out the conference schedule at www.westmuse.org). Applications for volunteering are available from Tara and should be submitted to WMA directly by August 15. We will also need extra help for regular volunteer shifts at Tacoma Art Museum throughout the conference. (Note that volunteer shifts worked at Tacoma Art Museum are not counted toward the eight hours of volunteer time required for free registration.) Whether you volunteer with WMA or at the museum, this is a great opportunity to represent Tacoma Art Museum as more than 600 of our colleagues from the Western region visit our area.
New Interim Director
As you may know, Executive Director Janeanne Upp will be leaving the museum as of July 2 to relocate to Coeur d’Alene, Idaho. Rod Bigelow, the museum’s Chief Financial Officer, will act as Interim Director until a new director is hired.
Please contact me with questions or suggestions or

to RSVP for an event or orientation session:

Tara Young, Associate Curator of Education
Tacoma Art Museum

1701 Pacific Avenue, Tacoma, WA 98402

(253) 272-4258 ext 3016

tyoung@tacomaartmuseum.org

