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Winter 2005 January � February � March
Exhibition Schedule
January  15 – May 1, 2005

Marsden Hartley: American Modern

This retrospective exhibition of the work of Marsden Hartley (1877-1943) boasts 37 paintings and 16 works on paper along with portrait photographs and sculptural busts from the Frederick R. Weisman Art Museum in Minneapolis. Marsden Hartley is one of the most important artists from the American early modern period. TIME magazine art critic Robert Hughes has called him “the most brilliantly gifted of the early generation of American modernists.” The exhibition presents superb examples of Hartley's work from each episode of his output. Early post-impressionist Maine mountain scenes, pre-WWI abstractions completed in Paris and Berlin, Provincetown experiments, New Mexican landscapes, still-lifes from the 1920s and 1930s, Bavarian mountain pastels, 1930s archaic portraits, and late Maine landscapes are part of the work included in the show. A catalogue written by exhibition curator and Hartley specialist Chief Curator Patricia McDonnell accompanies the exhibition.

January 29 – June 5, 2005

A Decade of Excellence: Celebrating the Neddy Artist Fellowship

In 1995 the Behnke Foundation established the Neddy Artist Fellowship as a memorial to Robert E. (Ned) Behnke (1948–1989). Ned Behnke was a prolific painter and vital force within the artist community of the Northwest. The Neddy Artist Fellowship is an unrestricted cash award to a Northwest artist, who demonstrates artistic excellence, innovation, and unique vision, and a passionate commitment to their art and community. The fellowship is one of the few large awards granted to visual artists in the Northwest. Originally conceived as an award for painters, the Behnke Foundation expanded the fellowship to recognize sculptors, printmakers, and photographers. 

A Decade of Excellence: Celebrating the Neddy Artist Fellowship will include works by each of the fourteen artists who have won the award, including Juan Alonso, Chris Bruch, Donnabelle Cassis, Laurie Chambers, Claire Cowie, Susan Dory, Claudia Fitch, Dionne Haroutunian, Doug Keyes, Mark Takamichi Miller, Jeffry Mitchell, Mary Ann Peters, Michael Spafford, and Benjamin Wilkins. 

Building Tradition: Gifts in Honor of the Northwest Art Collection, Fourth installment

December 18, 2004 – September 11, 2005
This is the last in a four-part series of exhibition celebrating the more than 250 works generously given to the museum in honor of the opening of the new building. Artists from Washington, Idaho, Oregon and Montana will be represented through their work in a variety of media. Artists include: Marita Dingus, Carl Morris, Yuki Nakamura, Mary Randlett, and Jennifer West, among many others.

Education Department Staff Transition

As of December 3, I have left my position of Associate Curator of Education at Tacoma Art Museum. My husband and I have decided to move back to the East coast to be closer to family. I accepted the position of Director of Education at the Higgins Armory Museum in my hometown of Worcester, MA, the only museum in the Western Hemisphere dedicated to the display and interpretation of arms and armor (check it out at www.higgins.org). It has been an honor to work with the wonderful Tacoma Art Museum volunteers over the past year and a half. I know that what I have learned from all of you will be 
valuable to me in my new position. You will be in good hands with Shannon Eakins, our School Tour Instructor who will be stepping in to oversee the volunteer program for the time being. Contact her for help with scheduling, orientation, or other issues. Shannon will also do all the docent scheduling. Docent training will follow the schedule that has already been set out for this year, and will be facilitated by Shannon in collaboration with Rock Hushka, Patricia McDonnell, and other guest speakers. Contact Shannon with any questions at seakins@tacomaartmuseum.org or (253) 272-4258 ext. 3016. And drop me a line if you’re ever passing through Massachusetts! 

- Tara Young

Volunteer Hours Last Quarter

From October to December 2004, Tacoma Art Museum volunteers worked more than 2,394 hours, worth over $39,603 based on the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics’ estimated value of $16.54 per volunteer hour. Thank you for giving your time to the museum!

Welcome New Volunteers

Heather Harper (Open Art Studio), Dan Miller (Visitor Services), Brinn Moore (Open Art Studio/Visitor Services), Cleo Peterson (Open Art Studio), Loren Pierson (Visitor Services), Robert Ripley (Open Art Studio), Bruce Lee (Open Art Studio), Katie Weidmann (Open Art Studio), MoMo Nikaido (Open Art Studio), Brigitte Runnalls (Open Art Studio)
Volunteer Birthdays This Quarter
January: Sid Cloud, Shannon Peters, Florence Reardon, Kendall Reid, Barbara Trimble, Jerry Wells. February: Danielle Boullay, Heide Fernandez-Llamazares, Haeji Mercado, Anne Stout, Vanessa Zumba. March: Karen Bell-Hanson, Theresa Heller Cheryl Kincaid, Rich Miller, Barbara Reisman, Wendelyn Shore, Sue Stibbe.
Parking Code
The volunteer discount parking code for the winter quarter (January 1 through March 31) is 9981. This code entitles you to park for $2 per shift. Remember to select DAILY on the pay box. Also, please remember that the pay box does not give change.

Orientation and Training Updates
New Volunteer Orientation
General orientation sessions for new volunteers will take place on Thursday, January 6th at 4:30pm or on Saturday, February 5th at 10:00am. New volunteers are required to complete one session of this training. Please RSVP to Shannon.

Open Art Studio
Training for new Open Art Studio volunteers will take place on Saturday, January 29th at 4:00pm, Thursday, February 24th at 1:00pm, or Thursday, March 10th at 4:00pm.  This training will be led by our new Community Programs Coordinator Maija McKnight, who oversees the OAS. RSVP to Shannon. 

Visitor Greeters
If you’re a new volunteer or a current volunteer who wants to learn more about the Visitor Greeter position, plan to attend a training session with Visitor Services staff on one of the following Saturdays; January 8 at 1:00pm, February 19 at 1:00pm, or March 12 at 1:00pm. RSVP to Shannon and meet at the Admissions Desk.

Educators’ Evening
On January 19th from 5:30-8:00 Tacoma Art Museum will host an Educators’ Evening for the Marsden Hartly exhibit.   This is an opportunity for educators to familiarize themselves with the exhibition and discuss the artworks with museum experts.  Educator’s Evening is staffed with many volunteers. Contact Shannon if you are interested in helping out that night. 
Student Work in the Education Wing 

The School of the Arts (SOTA) sculpture students created a 6 foot cardboard Tellatubbie (a popular children’s television show character) sculpture in response to the Scott Fife exhibition.   As a result of our partnership with SOTA, we will be displaying this artwork in the education wing of the building.  Familiarize yourselves to this artwork and the text label, because you will likely be asked questions about it. 
Programming Highlights
As always, Tacoma Art Museum has lots of great programs for visitors of all ages this quarter. Find the details in your copy of Museum Notes or on our website. A couple of highlights include: 
· A Symbolic Portrait Workshop for kids ages 9 – 13 on Saturday, February 5, taught by painter Becky Frehse.
· An artists’ panel moderated by Rock Hushka with Neddy Award winning artists Claire Cowie, Doug Keyes, and Mary Ann Peters on Saturday, February 12.

· A plaster sculpture class for adults on Saturday, February 26, taught by renowned sculptor Jeffry Mitchell.

· A lecture on Marsden Hartley, focusing on his friendships with other well-known artists of the period, including George O’Keeffe, Alfred Stieglitz, and Gertrude Stein. This lecture will be presented by Chief Curator Patricia McDonnell, on Sunday, March 13. Patricia is the nation’s leading expert on Marsden Hartley, so her talk is not to be missed! 

Call (253) 272-4258 ext. 3030 with questions or to register for these programs.

Annual Renewal Forms

This January, volunteer annual renewal forms will be sent out to confirm another year of service with the museum.  As you fill these out please take a moment to complete the attached survey.  Your feedback helps us make the volunteer program a more rewarding experience for you.
Hello Tacoma Art Museum Volunteers

It’s been great working with you for the last few weeks.  I’m truly enjoying getting to know all of you. I am impressed with your dedication and energy towards the museum.  Tara, the amazing person that she is, has left the volunteer program in excellent shape.  My goal is to keep things running smoothly for you as well. Feel free to contact me with any questions, concerns, or special needs that you have.

                                                                                 -Shannon Eakins 

Staff contact: Shannon Eakins, School Tour Instructor
(253) 272-4258 ext 3016 or seakins@tacomaartmuseum.org

